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REMARKS 

In the outstanding Office Action, claims 16, 19, 20, 27 and 30 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over BROWN, Jr. et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,761,083) in 
view of LI et al. (U.S. Patent App. Pub. No. 2002/0076939), NAOTAKA (JP 2002-183258) and 
SOH (U.S. Patent App. Pub. No. 2002/0115435). Claims 17 and 18 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over BROWN and LI in further view of KIKUCHI et al. 
(U.S. Patent App. Pub. No. 2003/0070438). Claims 21, 22 and 28 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) as being unpatentable over BROWN and LI in further view of KLINE et al. (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,241,146). Applicants traverse each of the outstanding rejections. 

The Office Action dated September 28, 2007 acknowledged, at page 3, that BROWN 
fails to disclose a touch screen-based monitor, as recited in independent claims 16. The Office 
Action relied upon LI as teaching a touch screen-based monitor. However, the cited portion of 
LI at paragraph [0033] merely indicates that a CRT monitor 65 and a light pen 66 may serve as 
the interface between a user and a system controller, and that other examples of user interfaces 
may include, keyboard/mouse and touch screen control monitors. LI further indicates, that in 
one embodiment, two monitors, 65 and 65A, are used, one mounted in a clean room wall for 
operators and the other behind a wall for service technicians. Insofar as the monitors are 
operable to interface with a manufacturing process occurring at a single location and not 
distributed in nature, the monitor taught by LI teaches away from the touch screen-based monitor 
recited in independent claim 16. In contrast, the touch screen-based monitor recited in 
independent claim 16 is used to control a plurality of air conditioners installed at a plurality of 
locations. 
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Furthermore, the combination of BROWN and LI is improper insofar as BROWN is 
directed to an energy management and home automation system and LI is directed to a wafer- 
manufacturing process. There is no proper reason as to why one of ordinary skill in the art 
would combine the monitor used in the wafer-manufacturing process of LI with the energy 
management and home automation system of BROWN. As acknowledged in the Office Action 
at page 8, the determination that a reference is from a non-analogous art is twofold. First, it is 
decided whether the reference is within the field of the inventor's endeavor. If not, it must be 
determined whether the reference is reasonably pertinent to the particular problem with which 
the inventor was involved. Clearly, the high density plasma chemical vapor deposition 
processing of gallium arsenide wafers to which LI is directed is not within the field of the 
inventors' endeavor. That is, LI is not directed to a system and method for controlling air 
conditioners. Further, neither the wafer-manufacturing process to which LI is directed nor the 
use of the monitor during the wafer-manufacturing process are reasonably pertinent to the 
particular problem with which the inventors were involved. That is, neither is pertinent to 
scheduling control signals corresponding to a control command so that time intervals between 
operation of the air conditions can be adjusted to manage electric power consumption, as recited 
in claim 16. Moreover, the monitor used in the wafer-manufacturing process of LI is not 
reasonably pertinent with respect to the energy management and home automation system of 
BROWN. Accordingly, the combination of BROWN and LI is improper, at least insofar as each 
of the references are from non-analogous arts, both with respect to the present application as well 
as with respect to each other. 

Accordingly, claim 16 is allowable, at least for each of the reasons set forth above. 
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Independent claim 27 is allowable for reasons similar to the above-noted reasons for the 
allowability of claim 16. 

Claims 17-22, 28 and 30 are allowable at least because they depend, directly or indirectly, 
from claims 16 and 27, respectively, which Applicants have shown to be allowable. Each of 
dependent claims 17-22, 28 and 30 are also believed to recite further patentable subject matter. 
For example, the cited references do not teach that the air conditioners are connected to an 
internal network, as recited in claim 17. Furthermore, the cited references do not teach an 
internet protocol sharer, as recited in claim 18. Moreover, the cited references do not teach that 
that information of the operating states can be output in response to the control command, as 
recited in claim 19. As such, allowance of the dependent claims is deemed proper for at least the 
same reasons noted for the independent claims upon which they depend, in addition to reasons 
related to their own recitations. 

In view of the herein contained remarks. Applicants respectfully request reconsideration 
and withdrawal of the previously asserted rejections set forth in the Official Action of September 
28, 2008 together with an indication of the allowability of claims 16-22, 27, 28 and 30. Such 
action is respectfully requested and is believed to be appropriate and proper. 

If any extension of time is deemed to be necessary to maintain the pendency of the 
application, including any extension of time fees for entry of an Examiner's Amendment, the 
Patent and Trademark Office is hereby requested and authorization is hereby provided to charge 
any necessary fees to maintain the pendency of this application to Deposit Account No. 19- 
0089. 
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Should the Examiner have any questions concerning this Reply or the current application, 
the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed 



January 20, 2008 

GREENBLUM & BERNSTEIN, P.L.C. 
1950 Roland Clarke Place 
Reston, VA 20191 
(703)716-1191 



below. 



Respectfully submitted, 
Sang Chul YOON et al. 




Bruce H. Bernstein 



Reg. No. 29,027 



{P24382 00348979.DOC} 

-5- 



